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Russian Revolution as that of Germany in the West.
Almost from the moment when the Tsar's Empire had
fallen into chaos, Japan had manifested an increasing
interest and activity in Siberia, and with the signature of
the treaty of Brest-Litovsk there came to Petrograd the
persistent report that the Japanese meditated an invasion
of the maritime province and that such a move would be
countenanced by the Governments of the Entente. If, there-
fore, Allied assistance was to be gained against Germany
it must be on the strict understanding that any form of
intervention should be confined to the West and South,
and that territorial acquisition in the East on the part of
Japan should be clearly excluded. For if Siberia passed
out of Soviet control, not only would the new republic be
shorn of a large part of those natural resources which the
Treaty of Brest had left to her, but the Siberian peasants
and workers would be deprived of the " benefits " of the
Revolution; moreover, territory occupied by Japan would
become a hotbed of White Russian activity.

With only the two weeks allowed by the German
ultimatum for the ratification of the treaty, Lenin turned
his dynamic and unflagging energy to the solution of these
problems, and perhaps his only asset was his complete
freedom from any inhibitions imposed by the necessity of
playing the game according to the rules. The game that he
was playing had no rules, and his guiding star was the
opportunism of dictators.

His loins girded for battle, Lenin convened the Seventh
Congress of the Bolshevik Party on March 6, and at the
same time replied to the bitter attacks which appeared in
the first issue of the Kommunist (March 5). " No conscious
revolutionary", wrote Bukharin and Radek, " would
agree to such dishonour " ; and again : " we should die in
a fine pose, sword in hand, crying * Peace is dishonour,
war is honour!5"1 To these ravings Lenin replied with
1 Kommunist, March 5, 1918.